
MessengerFall-Winter 2020

Sharing Christ’s Love With International Students

Discipleship, Partnership & Expansion

ISI hosted a premier livestream event in October! 
We shared stories from actual students and an 
encouraging message from our CEO. This benefit 
generated funds to specifically help students and staff 
financially impacted by the hardships of COVID-19. 

If you missed this exclusive event, it’s not too late! 
You can still check out the recording at: 
www.internationalstudents.org/2020live! 

We hope you’ll be encouraged to hear the ways God is 
working through ISI’s ministry to reach the nations!

How We’re Growing in the Midst of Difficult TimesHow We’re Growing in the Midst of Difficult Times

While we’re not 
introducing as many 
students to the ministry 
this year due to COVID, 
our discipleship numbers 
have never been higher! 
Our staff are getting lots of 
1-on-1 time with students!

We’re growing our partnerships 
by strengthening existing 
collaborations and forging 
new ties with like-hearted 
ministries. By working 
together, we believe we will 
reach even more international 
students for Christ!

Our Senior Leadership Team 
meets regularly to pray for the 
ministry, discuss needs and 
make decisions. This combined 
effort helps us to ensure ISI is 
following the Lord’s leading in 
all of our endeavors. 

We conducted our National 
Conference online, hosted 
our first-ever livestream 
event, moved our New Staff 
Orientations to Zoom and 
held several student and 
staff events virtually for 
global attendees! 

Discipleship FocusDiscipleship Focus

Partnership CollaborationPartnership Collaboration

Leadership TeamworkLeadership Teamwork

Virtual EventsVirtual Events

Technology ExpansionTechnology Expansion
ISI’s efforts to produce training 
videos, grow ISI online, 
develop apps and host virtual 
events have increased! We are 
excited to enhance these 
developments soon!

COVID Relief Benefit View the VideoView the Video



Prayer Points

• International Student Outreach: Pray for international students as 
there are still many uncertainties for them during this time. Pray for 
our team members as they continue discovering innovative ways to 
connect with students amidst COVID restrictions in many states. 

• COVID Relief Efforts: Praise the Lord for the success of ISI’s first 
livestream benefit! This online event helped us raise funds to assist 
students and staff financially impacted by COVID-19. Please pray we 
would be able to continue helping those in great need right now. 

• ISI Strategic Initiatives: Please pray for our strategic initiatives as 
many aspects of these projects have been delayed due to COVID. 
Pray for the Lord’s guidance for creative ways to continue moving 
forward and for the development of new methods for outreach!

• Holidays and Calendar Year End: Please pray many students will 
hear the joyful news of Jesus and feel loved this holiday season! 
Pray also for us to meet our budgetary needs for Calendar Year End. 
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“I am the Lord, the God of all mankind. Is 
anything too hard for me?” –Jeremiah 32:27 

The Italians have a saying — vivere  
pericoloso, which means “to live  
dangerously.” For many of us, 2020 will 
likely go down as our year of living 
dangerously, fueled by a perfect storm of 
pandemic, economic woe, and national 
unrest. When the COVID-related lockdowns 
started in March, international students 
who remained in the US found themselves 
increasingly isolated. In July, the US 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
introduced a policy that, if implemented, 
would have forced international students 
to leave the US immediately if they were 
not taking in-person classes. 

Yet ISI staff and volunteers rose to the 
occasion! We engaged our students and 
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returnees “virtually” online and by phone 
and delivered care packages to them. 
Despite not being able to connect with 
them in the ways we are accustomed, the 
numbers of salvation decisions, students 
being discipled for effective Christian 
service and those who actively live out 
their faith in Christ are all on the upswing! 
Is anything too hard for God? 

My family and I also had a challenging 
summer in Singapore, trying to renew our 
US visas when the US consulate there was 
closed due to COVID. There was also a US 
executive order banning visa holders from 
entering America. Moreover, my wife, Trina, 
contracted the most virulent form of 
Dengue fever and almost died from it. 
But we got our visas, we made it safely 
back to the US, and Trina’s life was spared. 
Is anything too hard for God? 
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Welcome New Team Members

However, we are not out of the woods 
yet. In late September, the Department of 
Homeland Security proposed setting fixed 
terms of up to four years for student visas. 
If implemented, the rule will burden 
international students even more and 
make America a less welcoming 
destination at a time when international 
student enrollment has been declining. 
In spite of this and other challenges, our 
year of dangerous living has taught us one 
awesome truth we can always count on: 
Nothing is too hard for our God! 

Together in Christ,
 

Dr. Seng Tan
President/CEO

Show Your SupportShow Your Support

Seng’s BlogSeng’s Blog

Ministry Highlights

Academic Year 2020:
• 47,596 students introduced
• 22,430 relationships cultivated
• 5,693 estimated decisions      
  from Field Teams
• 11,402 est. decisions online
• 5,410 students discipled
• 1,240 reproducing their faith  
  in the US and worldwide
Results from July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020

National Conference 2020:
• 445 people registered for 
ISI’s virtual NC20 in June!  
Since it was held online, more 
participants than ever joined!

M28 Global Discipleship:
• 94 participants have been 
equipped in virtual M28 
trainings during lockdown!

ISI’s President, Dr. Seng Tan, has launched a blog! For 
insider ISI stories, scriptural messages and a dose of 
encouragement, visit and subscribe to his blog at: 
www.seesengtan.com! 


